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the assumption that a cause which is not a particular thing in the 
world must be another thing outside it, whereas there remains the pos- 
sibility that it is a relation between those things. Those derived from 
the moral world may be classed as aspirations. The ontological proofs 
proper ignore the possibility that an idea may be self-contradictory. 
A constructive paper is to follow. Note sur le probleme du mat (pp. 
171-185) : G. Eemacle. - Evil has existence without right to it, and 
so presupposes a free giver, himself without evil. We can not imitate 
God by creating evil, for we can only deposit what we have. Sur Vin- 
troduction logique a la theorie des fonctions (pp. 186-216) : M. Winter. - 
The logic of mathematics can not aid, apparently, in many fields of mathe- 
matics. The confidence of its exponents is misleading. Arthur Han- 
nequin et son ceuvre (pp. 217-255) : J. Grosjean. - A detailed account 
of Hannequin's opinions regarding the history of philosophy and the 
logic of the sciences. His lovable personality and untimely death. Le 
syndicalisme revolutionnaire (pp. 256-272) : P. Challaye. — The second 
and closing criticism of the theory of world-wide industrial cooperation, 
directed largely to a defense of national life. Livres nouveaux: J. 
Delvolve, Religion, critique et philosophie positive chez Pierre Bayle. J. 
Lapponi, L'hypnotisme et le spiritisme. J. M. Baldwin, Thought and 
Things. Vol. I. Revues et periodiques. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



The New York Medical Journal for August 3 writes as follows on the 
morbid anatomy of mental confusion : " Cases of confusional insanity are 
beginning to be recognized by the French as distinct from the group of 
primary, organic dementias. In this they are following the lines laid 
down by Kraeplin some fifteen years ago. Recent investigations appear 
to demonstrate a certain relation existing between the disturbance of 
intellection present in these patients and certain changes in the cells of 
the cerebral cortex, and, less directly, but more constantly, certain morbid 
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conditions, notably pus collections or chronic inflammatory foci, in remote 
regions of the body, especially those affecting the pelvic organs. In 
patients suffering with light forms of mental confusion, a distinction can 
and should be made between the fundamental and the accessory mani- 
festations of the mental disorder. Prominent among the fundamental 
manifestations are the disturbances of the perceptive faculties. These 
patients are in a state of uncertainty and doubt; they seem lost and unde- 
cided where to go. Hence arises the failure in orientation in time and 
space which is so characteristic of mental confusion. From it also arises 
the abulia, or deficient will power, which causes the slowness of movement 
and indecision. Among the accessory manifestations are occasional de- 
lirious phenomena. There may be also temporary exaltation, but more 
frequently depressive ideas prevail. Hallucinations are rare, but de- 
lusions are not infrequent. . . . Two pathological factors may be recog- 
nized in the class of cases under consideration. One is constant, and 
this is the presence of toxic elements in the organism ; the other is acces- 
sory, and consists in the local changes in the cerebral cortex or, more 
specifically, a local swelling of cortical cells, the projection of the nuclei 
to the periphery, and the disappearance of chromatin granules (ehro- 
matolysis)." 

In his 'The Mind and the Brain,' Professor Binet writes as follows 
on the immediate objects of consciousness: "I believe it has required a 
long series of accepted observations for us to have arrived at this idea, 
now so natural in appearance, that the modifications produced in our 
nervous system are the only states of which we can have a direct con- 
sciousness." This statement called forth from the Athenaeum, in a re- 
view of the book in its issue of August 3, the following comment: 
" Coming from a psychologist, a statement so clearly untrue to the facts 
can only make one reflect that on this question of external perception 
most of the really hopeless errors were committed by mere philosophers 
before the days of psychologic science, and that we ought not to be asked 
to believe in them all over again because psychologists are falling into 
the old traps. This particular 'idea' is only a confusion. The last 
things of which we have a direct consciousness are the modifications pro- 
duced in our nervous system. The modifications are there, and without 
them we should not be conscious of the object — that is a very different 
story." 

We quote the following from Sir David Gill's address before the 
British Association: "By patient, long-continued labor in the minute 
sifting of numerical results, the grand discovery has been made that a 
great part of space, so far as we have visible knowledge of it, is occupied 
by two majestic streams of stars traveling in opposite directions. Accu- 
rate and minute measurement has given us some certain knowledge as 
to the distances of the stars within a certain limited portion of space, 
and in the crytogram of their spectra has been deciphered the amazing 
truth that the stars of both streams are alike in design, alike in chemical 
constitution, and alike in process of development." 



